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|. Sarah Rippon, Widow. 
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Written by HERSELr. 


— 


Do not the Tears run down the Widow's 
Checks, and is not her Cry againſt him that 
cauſeth them to fall? EccLes. xxxv. 5. 


But T have that which paſſeth all Sorrow, the 
Loſs of an unblemiſhed Reputation. 
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TO THE 


PUBL I GY 
s I hope the Public will excuſe 


A me, for taking upon me the 
Character of an Author, furniſhed 
with no better Abilities to be one; fo 
I flatter myſelf they will indulge me, 


in Proportion to my Injuries, when 
they know them, and I had no Means 


of making them known, but by this 
Publication ; Death having bereft me 
of my Friends, inſomuch that I am 


become a Stranger in my native Coun- 
try, England, which gave me Birth 


the 3oth of OFober, 1714. Nor need 
I endeavour to gain Eſteem, by telling 
the World I am deſcended from a 
Branch of the Clergy, as even they 
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[ iv 
are not exempted from having bad Men 
amongſt them. | 

I had not taken the Pains of ſtating 
the following Truths to the Public, but 
in Juſtice to myſelf, and an injured, 
helpleſs Family, whom I have hitherto 
aſſiſted in ſeeking their juſt Pretenſions, 
but. whom I am now no longer able 
to aſſiſt; on their Accounts too, have 
1 publiſhed Propoſals for Printing by 
Subſcription, ſome Potms of my own, 
and hoped the compaſſionate Part of 
the World, might be induced in that 
Manner to ſhew their Benevolence ; 
but my Enemies not contented with 
the Law's Severity, not contented with 
having deprived me and them of our 
Rights, have, even in this, attempted 
to pervert my Intentions, and carried 
private Revenge into public Malice, 
by preventing ſome who intended to 
ſubſcribe, from Song ſo. A Cruelty 
without 


[+] 
without a Precedent ; Things of this 
' Kind being generally deemed com- 
mendable, but I begin to queſtion, 
whether that which may be ſo in' other 
People, will not be looked upon as a 
Crime in me. Perhaps I have been 
E engaged with the Muſes, when it has 
claſhed with my Intereſt ; but that is 
no Vice, and they have ſupported me 
under thoſe Calamities, which, in a 
| moral Senſe, nothing elſe could have 
done: Not having ſeen one Day's Sa- 
tisfaction ſince my Huſband's Death, 
from a Rotation of ſtrange Incidents. 
and to that, I hope, in ſome Meaſure, 
my Inadvertencies will be attributed. 
His Loſs, terrible as it was to me, has 
not been my greateſt Affliction, none 
being equal to that which ſprings 
from Calumny and falſe Accuſation; 
therefore as I deſpiſe a Life of Infamy, 
would recommend it to my Enemies, 
A 3 to 
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to-take my Life, and they may do it 
by the ſame Means they have already 
deprived me of my Right. 
I have thrown out this Narrative, 
merely as a Buoy to the Ignorant, from 
running on thoſe Rocks which have 
been ſo fatal to me; I mean, not re- 
lating Facts and Circumſtances in Time 
and Place ; though I muſt obſerve 
there is a Modeſty or rather Pride in 
ſome Minds, no more able to do fo, 
than for material Bodies to ſubſiſt with- 
out Air. I have many more Truths 
to aſſert, which I have not Room for 
here, ſo muſt remain at preſent, 


The Obliged, 


Humble Servant, 


St . Martin's Lane, | a 
May I, 1756. of my Well-wiſhers, 


Sarah Rippon. 
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Mrs. Sarah Rippon. 


A my unhappy Circumſtances (which per- 
haps are without a parallel) have occaſi- 


2 ſo — Talk in the World, I think it 


incumbent on me, to ſtate the Truth of my 
Caſe to the Public, who cannot poſſibly be 
acquainted therewith from bare Report, which 
is ſeldom true, and always accompanied with 


prejudice, 


I ſhall paſs over in Silence, the Motives 
which induced Captain Girlington to ſign a 
Bond and Deed Poll to my Husband and his 
Sifter (having reſerved that for another Place) 
which were executed in the Years 1730, and 
1731, the ſubſcribing Witneſſes being Ad- 
miral Medley and Mr. William Morris, 

| 5 In 


[4 ) 
In the Year 1732, J was married to Mr. 
Rippon, who in 1733 went a Voyage to the 
Weſt-Indies, and returned from thence in the 
Year 1736. His Accounts for that Voyage 
coming out of the V:#ualling-Office much to 
his Diſadvantage, and thoſe kind of Affairs 
being eaſily known, and never made a Secret 
of, this Circumſtance ſoon came to the Ears , 
of Captain Girlington, who in a ſhort Time 
after called at our Lodgings, and after ſome 
little Diſcourſe.aſked, in much ſeeming good 
Humour, to ſee the Deeds which he had ex- 
ecuted, and in a Manner as if he wanted to 
be ſatisfied of ſome Particular of their Con- 
tents; my Huſband readily went to his Bu= 
reau, took them out and gave them into the 
Captain's Hands, who opened and ſeemingly 
read them, then ſuddenly tore and threw 
them into the Fire, at the ſame Time ſwear- 
ing with great Vehemence, that no Money 
of his ſhould go to maintain Rippon's Extra- 
vagancies, nor any Obligation of his as Se- 
curity to Jaſper for Credit: While Girlington 
| ſwore they ſhould be burnt, and Rippon an- 
ſwered let them burn and be d nd, the 
{ Fire, which was very fierce, deſtroyed them 
entirely, excepting what ſmall Scraps Mrs. 
Glover, 
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Glover, who was preſent, ſnatched out of the 
Flames. Girlington then upbraided my Hus- 


band, in the moſt bitter Terms, with his ill 


Conduct and Extravagance, but upon Rippon's 
ſeeming Indifference, he appeared more ſa- 
tisfied, and a Proſpect of Reconciliation pre- 
ſented itſelf ; at laſt, taking up a Fragment 
of the deſtroyed Deeds, which Mrs. Glover 
had preſerved, he wrote upon it an Acknow- 
ledgment, of his having burnt two Deeds, 
and having made two others of the ſame Te- 


nor and Date, that Day, deſiring Mrs. Glover 


to ſign the ſame as a Witneſs, which ſhe ac- 
cordingly did, then giving the Bit of Paper 
to Rippon, ſaying it would do, they ſoon after 
went out together. 

The Caufe of this ſtrange Behaviour, as 
Girlington afterwards declared, was, he ima- 
gined my Huſband was going to depoſit theſe 
Deeds in Mr. Jaſper's Hands, in Conſidera- 
tion of the Credit he had given him ; to pre- 
vent which he acted as above mentioned. Too 
true it was, my Huſband at this Juncture had 
given Mr. Jaſper his Bond; from which 
Circumſtance I date all the Miſeries I have 
ſince met with | 
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A few Days after, Captain Girlington came 


to our Apartment, where, were preſent Mr. 


Morris, Rippon, Mrs. Glover, Swanack, and 
myſelf ; I think it was Mr. Morris pro- 
poſed the figning the Deeds then and there, 


but Captain Girlington anſwered, no People 


could properly witneſs them, but thoſe who 
were Witneſſes. to the former, elſe how 
could they be deemed the ſame? And that 
they ſhould ſign them as before, that in Caſe 
any Diſputes ſhould afterwards ariſe, they 
might be capable of clearing the Point, ad- 
ding, he had received a Letter from Harry 
Medley, who he expected home every Day, 
and he had many Reaſons for having Medley 
a ſubſcribing Witneſs to the Deeds, after 
which, and more Converſation to the ſame 


purpoſe, Girlington took his Leave. 


The April following, Morris and Rippon 
went to Sea in the ſame Ship, Morris was 
diſcharged at Madeira, and Rippon proceed- 
ed on his Voyage to the Coaſt of Guinea; 
the next Auguſt, Admiral Medley arrived in 


England, and about the Chriſtmas following, 


Captain Girlington brought the Deeds to my 
Apartment, but I being ſick in Bed did not 
ſee him, ſo he left a Paper, ſealed up, with 

85 Mrs. 


1 

Mrs. Swanack; who at this Time was th 
me, which ſhe ſoon after brought me. I 
pened this Paper, which contained the Deeds, 
read them and ſcaled them up again, then 
gave them to Swanack, to take Care of for 
my Huſband, they being directed for him. 
The Reaſon of my doing this, was my be- 
ing ordered into the Country for Air, and I 
thought them fafer in her Cuſtody, than to 
leave them ſhut up in my Apartment, where 
they could not be come at in Caſe of Fire, 
and another Thing was, I did not think I 
ſhould live. 

But before I was provided with a Lodgiag 
in the Country, Captain Girlington ſent a 
Servant, by Name Thomas Gabiter, to invite 
me to Northfleet, deſiring I would be at Mr. 
 Wilkins's, in Bell-Court, St. Martins le Grand, 
by ſuch a Day, and go down from thence in 
his Chariot ; I accepted his Invitation, which 
was another Reaſon for my leaving the Deeds, 
as I thought it highly improper, after Gir- 
lington's former Behaviour, to take them with 
me to his Houſe. 
In the Year 1740, my Huſband arrived in 


England, having made a pretty good Voyage, 
and in 1741, exchanged into the Naſſau, 


Admiral 


1 


e 


Admiral Medley commanding her, and cruiz- 
ed in the Channel near twelve Months, then 
went back to the Diamond, his former Ship, 
and again cruized in the Channel for ſome 
Months longer; but going to Spitbead to 
Victual her, he took an Opportunity of com- 
ing to London, and brought with him a large 
Bureau which he had on board, finding it 
too large for the Bulk-head of his Cabin, de- 
ſigning to change it for a ſmall one he had in 
London; in this ſmall one, among many o- 
ther Papers, were the Bond, Deed Poll, Let- 
ters, &c. which were ſhifted into the large 
one, and the ſmall one he immediately took 
with him to Portſmouth ; but an Admiralty 
Order commanding him on Board the Fal- 
mouth, beund for Jamaica, and then lying at 
| Spithead, waiting only for a fair Wind, o- 
bliged him to go on Board her in the utmoſt 
Hurry, not leaving him Time to take a Sur- 
vey of his former Ship, which proved of in- 
finite diſſervice to him: But theſe Things I 
only mention as precedent to ſome others I 
ſhall hereafter notice. 

Mr. Jaſper had promiſed my Huſband to 
ſupply me with Fifty Pounds per Annum, du- 


ring his Abſence, but whether from my Hus- 
: band's 
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band's Neglect in not ſending him Remit. 
tances as he might expect, or what other 
Cauſe, I never applied to him but once, and 
then was abſolutely refuſed. This put me on 
ſeeking elſewhere, and having an Acquaint- 
ance, whoſe Name was Swanack, was rea- 
dily ſupplied by him. 

In December, 1743, Captain Girlington di- 
ed; I ſoon after looked for the Bond, but 


could not find it, but the Deed. Poll, the Frag- 


ment of the Old Deed, and Girlington's Let- 
ters were altogether; I did not know what 
to think of it; I wrote to my Huſband about 
it, and receiving no Anſwer, concluded it 
was as Girlington had before hinted; vig. 
that, for ſome: Conſideration, my Huſband 
had put it into Jaſper's Hands, and I was as 
ſatisfied in this Point, as if I had actually 
ſeen it performed; indeed I thought to aſk 
Mr. Jaſper about it, but he was my Terror, 
and I feared to offend ſomebody dearer to me 
than my Curioſity ; I ſoon after went into 
Warwickſhrre, and ſtaid there above a Year. 
While Mrs. Green, the Siſter of. my Huſband, 
and the Mother of Girlington's natural Daugh- 
ter, to whom he left all his Fortune, without 
A the leaſt Notice of this injured Creature 


, he 
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he had undone, was ſeeking a Pittance from 


the Guardians, I returned to London, and in 
Auguft, 1746, my Huſband came from the 


Weſt-Indies, having been from England near 


four Years, in the weakeſt Condition Nature 
could ſubſiſt in; his Diſorder, which was 
paralytic, having attacked him in all its Hor- 


rors for upwards of eighteen Months before 


his Arrival, and having, in a Manner, almoſt 
deprived him of Speech ; his coming home 
alive in a leaky Ship, where every Thing 
ſeemed to be periſhed with ſalt Water, was 
almoſt a Miracle, and the Shock it gave me 
in ſeeing him in ſo miſerable a Condition, 
not having had the. leaſt Notice of his Illneſs 
till this melancholy Scene appeared before 
me, ſo highiy affected me, I was almoſt ren- 
dered incapable of doing any Thing. 
As ſoon as I heard of his Arrival, I hired 
a Veſſel, and with Mrs Moore, one of my 
Evidence, went down the River to meet 
him: I hope it is no Crime, though it may 
be uncommon, for a Woman to be impa- 
tient to ſee her Huſband after a four Years 
Separation. Near Old Haven we came up 
with the Falmouth, but, good Heavens ! what 
was my Aſtoniſhment, when iaſtead of mext- 
| | ing 
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ing with a Huſband I might reaſonably ex- 
pect to have thrown ſome of the Harveſt of 


his Toils into my Lap, I beheld a Huſband 


in the Languiſhments of Death, not able to 


ſpeak, or give me the leaſt Account of any 
Thing. By the Surgeon's Advice I got him 
immediately on Shore, and brought him to 
Greenwich, he being too weak to proceed to 
London. J gave myſelf no Thought con- 
cerning his Effects, if I had, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have taken Care of thoſe which were 


moſt material, vi. thoſe which Jaſper after- 


wards took Poſſeſſion of. 

Two Trunks, however, containing his 
Cloaths, and ſome dirty Papers came on 
Shore; by Mrs. Moor's or whoſe Direction 


I know not, and were brought to Greenwich ; 
But I never troubled myſelf about them or 


any other of the Things which were left at 
Mrs. Aller's, as is evident from there being 
near a hundred Pounds worth of Slops in her 


Poſſeſſion which I knew nothing of for ſe- 
veral Months after, I never leaving my Hus- 


band at all, from the Time of Jaſper s get- 
ting the Note, till the Hour of his Death, and 
for ten Days and Nights after I never ſtirred 


from his Corps. Notwithſtanding he lived 
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near two Months after his Arrival, or was 


rather dying all that Time, he was utterly 
incapable of giving me any Intelligence of 
his Affairs; I aſked him after the Bond, he 
anſwered it was ſafe; I told him how friend- 
ly Swanack had been to me, and finding his 
Circumſtances appeared but with an ill Aſ- 


pect, his Illneſs having been of great Detri- 


ment to them, begged he would give Swanack 
his Bond for the Caſh he had ſupplied me 
with, as Security, in Caſe any Thing ſhould 
happen to him before the Debt could be diſ- 
charged. The Money I had had, together 
with ſome other Expences on my Account, 
amounted to upwards of a Hundred Pounds, 


for which, to my great Satisfaction, my Huſ- 


band gave his Bond. In a few Days after this, 
I being gone to London to procure ſome Ne- 
ceſſaries for my Huſband, Mr. Jaſper and 
Mr. Bell, came to ſee him, and prevailed on 
him to ſign a Paper, impowering Jaſper to 


take Poſſeſſion of all Papers, Accounts, &c. 


which he could find on Board belonging to 
Rippon. When J heard this I was ready to go 
diſtracted, as I did not think Rippon account- 
able for his Actions at certain Periods, and 
that rather than be diſturbed he would have gi- 


ven 
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ven up all he was poſſeſt of in the World; 
this, however, made it neceſſary for him to 
make a Will, which he did and executed, at 
his own Requeſt, in his Intervals of Reaſon. 

The next Day Jaſper came again, and 
brought with him a Box, deſiring to ſpeak to 
Rippon, who having had a very bad Night, 
and having been ordered by his Phyſician not 


to be diſturbed, I told him he could not do. 


I begged to ſee what was in the Box, he ab. 
ſolutely refuſed me, and with a good deal of 
ſcurrilous Language, and hardly refraining 
from Blows, walked off with the Box, fay- 
ing, that Rippon was not poſſeſt of any Thing 
but what was his. I will leave the World 
to judge whether I had not Cauſe to dread 
this Man, whoſe Behaviour confirmed my 
Thoughts, in Regard to Girlington's Obligati- 
on being in his Hands. Rippon grew much 
worſe, and in the greateſt Hurry was re- 
moved to Blackheath for change of Air, and 
now I was more uneaſy than ever on Swan- 
ack's Account, I ſent for him, told him the 
Situation of Affairs, and aſked him if he could 
diſpenſe with ſome Rum, and many other Arti- 
eles which were on Board belonging to Rippon, 
for his Debt, he readily agreed to it, and on 

. Receipt 
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Receipt of the Things, came to my Huſband 
and gave him a General Diſcharge from all 
Obligations, which was executed at Blackheath 
and Witneſſed by J. Green, the Bond not 
being delivered up, being then in London: 
In a few Days after my Huſband died, being 
the th of Oclober 1746, and I adminiſtered 
by Will, whereto he had made me ſole Ex- 
ecutrix. The next Day, Jaſper attempted 
to enter a Caveat, affirming he had a Deed 
and Will would overſet mine, and uſed ma- 
ny Endeavours to ſerve me with a Citation, 
but hearing of it I kept out of the Way, and 
was horribly uneaſy at my Situation. 'But a- 
las! what was this, to being charged with a 
Crime my Soul ſhudders at the Thoughts of. 
Faſper not being able to make out his Aſſer- 
tion, I brought an Action againſt him for the 
Box of Papers &c. though to my irretreivable 
Misfortune I could not be particular as to any 
Article it contained ; however, about eight 
Months after he ſurrender'd it, and, as he 
faid, all that was in it when brought on Shore, 
but the Lid being off, which was faſtened 
when I firſt ſaw it, made me diffident of what 
he ſaid. The Contents however were of ſmall 
Value, excepting the Ships Books, and two 


[ 75 ] 
or three Letters from Admiral Medley to my 
Huſband. 


I now ſet about preparing the Accounts 
for the Vi#ualling-Office, which were ſo ſtain- 
ed, that ſome Part of them were obliged to 
be taken from the Captain's Muſter-Books. 
Mean while Jaſper brought an Action againſt 
me, in which he laid his Damages at Four 
Thouſand Pounds, but, by Miſtake, ſerved 
it on another Perſon, for which he declared 
I was a moſt Artful Woman. 

The Accounts being now in the Victualling 
Office, and nearly adjuſted, Mr. Lovelace in- 
formed me a Copy of an Indent was wanting, 
and that unleſs I could find it among my 
Huſband's Papers, my Affairs would be great- 
ly retarded; I looked, but to no Purpoſe; 
when recollecting there were ſome Papers 
brought on Shore, at Greenwich, in a Trunk 
with my Huſband's Cloaths, which, in my 
Confuſion, I had left there, and had often pro- 
miſed myſelf I would go on purpoſe to over- 
look, though in ſuch Tatters and ſo much 
damaged by the Sea Water, few People would 
have ſcrupled deſtroying them ; this Inci- 
dent ſent me thither, where, to my great 
Joy I found, not only the Indent, but the 
long 


[6] 

long loſt Bond of Captain Girlington's, which 
now I heartily wiſh I had never found: This 
was in the latter End of May, 1748. Whe- 
ther by Deſign or Accident Rippon took this 
Paper with him to Sea, I am utterly a Stran- 
ger to, but am apt to think by the latter, as 
I myſelf ſhifted the Papers out of the Bureau 
before mentioned, and never ſaw it after that 
Day, till my finding it, as above related, at 
Mrs. Allen's at Greenwich. I ſent directly to 
Mrs. Green, the Mother of Miſs Girlington, 
ſhewed her the Bond, and with one Mr. 
Leis, an Acquaintance of her's, ſhe went 
to Captain Hill, one of Girlington's Execu- 
tors, who, looking on it, ſaid he verily be- 
lieved it to be the Captain's Hand Writing, 
and ſmelling it, added, it had been in the 
Weſt-Indies ; and further declared, Mr. Stace, 
Gzrlington's Heir would certainly pay it with 
Honour. I likewiſe took it to Captain Mabott, 
another of the Executors, who ſaid the ſame 
as Captain Hill, with regard to Girlington's 
Hand. In ſhort, after Six Months Jaunting 
and Attendance, I was drove into Chancery, 
though, as I have ſince been informed, I had 
no Buſineſs there ; however, I ſoon made out 
my Claim, and one Day caſually aſking my 

0 Sol- 
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Syllicitor what the Intereſt of the Bond would 


amount to, his Anſwer was, he doubted my 
having any allowed me, nay; fays I, I have 


a Receipt at home, which mentions ſome- 
thing of it; the next Day I took it to him, - 


and this Paper proved to be the Deed-Poll. 

I then went into the Country for a few 
Days, and at my Return was informed by my 
Sollicitor; the Maſter had ſet aſide my Claim, 
on a Diſcovery, that the Stamps of the Pa- 
per, on which the Bond was Wrote (which 
Bond bore Date in the Year 1730, and thoſe 
alſo of the Deed-Poll nearly of the ſame Date) 
did not come into Uſe till the Year 1736, 
and on this my Claim was ſet aſide without 
any Notice whatever; I then told my Solli- 
citor the before recited Tranſaction, who faid 
if you have any other Papers or Letters re- 
lating to this Affair bring them to me, accord- 
ingly all the Letters, Papers, Cc. I could find 
either of Admiral Medley or Captain Girling- 
ton I took to him; (ſome being before proved 
with the Deeds, ) And here he found that 
the Fragment of the Old Deed which was 
Witneſſed by Glover, having the Precedent 


Stamp upon it explained the Affair, And 


theſe were alſo all proved; And now it had 
; þ been 
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deen before the Maſter near two Years du» 
ring which Time I was indefatigable in At- 
tendance. But at length the Maſter diſallowed 
my Claim for the Second Time. 

Then my Sollicitor filed Exceptions, and 
after ſeveral Hearings before the Lord-Chan- 
cellor, his Lordſhip ordered it to Iſſue. Which 
after the Expiration of Six Years and three 
Months, from its firſt going into Chancery was 
tryed, at the Court of Kings-Bench in Guild- 
hall by a Special Jury, who after a Tryal of 
Twelve Hours, and withdrawing for about 
Twelve Minutes, gave me a Verdict on three 
Iſſues. 

Swanach the Perſon to whom my Huſband 
gave the Bond after his coming to England 
the laſt Time, was now Dead, and his Wi- 
dow about this Time was ſtrongly courted by 
a Man, whoſe Circumſtances, deſperate as 
they were, were not the worſt Part of him; 
during his Intimacy with her, he had exa- 
mined among her Papers, and diſcovering 
the Bond of Rippon to her Huſband, which 
had never been cancelled or delivered up, 
made no Doubt of the Validity of it, and 
ſhe perhaps might confirm his Opinion for 
Reaſons very caly to be gueſſed. About a 

Fortnight 
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Fortnight after the Tryal was over, he came 
to her, formed a moſt lamentable Tale, and 


told her, if he could not raiſe the Sum of 50l. 
immediately, he muſt be inevitably undone; 
He knew it was impoſſible for her to ſupply 


him, he having already had her All, both in 


Money and Moneys worth, which of itſelf 


ſhows the Generg/ity of this Man; he knew 
he could influence her beyond all Oppoſition, 
and repeating his Diſtreſs, told her, he daily 
expected that Sum from his Father and ſhew- 
ed her ſeveral Letters importing the ſame, 


and at laſt concluded, he could raiſe ſome- 


thing upon Rippon's Bond, by putting it into 


the Hands of 2 Friend he had known Thirty 


Nears whoſe Integrity he could abide by, and 
that when his Father's Money came, the Bond 
ſhould be returned with the greateſt Secreſy 
and Honour, What will not a Woman do for 
the Man ſhe loves? in ſhort after inceſſant In- 
treaties, ſhe conſented to depoſit the Bond 


in the Hands of her drfntereſted Honourable 
Lover, as Security for payment of ten Guineas, 


by whoſe Means it was directly carried to 


Stace the Defendant i in this Cauſe, this 7rufty 
Friend being no other than an Attorney in the 


Old- Bailey, who, with the Aſſiſtance of a 
Bailiff, urged the Advantage Swanach might 
D = reap 
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reap in declaring this Affair to be a Forgery. 
However it did not ſtop there, the pretend- 
ed Inamorato afterwards made ſeveral Pro- 


poſals to Swanack, too black to mention, 


in this Place, though it may be proper to 
point at ſome of them, which were of this 
Kind, that , ſhe would but ſwear ro certain 
Things, no Hurt ſhould come to her, and fhe 
might gain Money enough by doing ſo, to make 
them both happy as long as they lived; and by 


no leſs Means, then by ſtriking at the Lives of 
two or three innocent People; but this ſtartled 


her, and her Eyes began to be opened ; nay 


ſo flagrant were theſe Propoſals, fo unguard- 


edly were they made, that they were fre- 


- quently talked of before a third Perſon ; 
though to my Misfortune, I was unacquain- 
ted herewith till fince my laft Tryal. 

Nov all the Engines that Power and Po- 


hey could invent, were ſet at work to prove 


this Bond given to Swanack, as a Bribe for 
conniving at Forgery : but there was ſtill ſome- 
thing wanting which all their Policy could 
not make out, till they met with a Perſon fit 
for the Purpoſes they ſtood in need of, who, 
as he faid had received great Injuries from 
Mrs. Swanack, and for which * had long 
vowed revenge. 8 
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Mr. Spooner, who was at that Time Foot- 


man to ſome Lady, made Affidavit in Chan- 


cery, that Swanack was a Perſon of ſo notori- 
ouſly bad a Character, it was reported in her 
Neighbourhood, ſhe would favear any Thing; 
on which Afidavit, together with the Cir. 
cumſtances of the Bond, and a Petition for a 
new Tryal, wherein was ſet forth, that the 
Jury were indolent in examining the Papers, 5 
and that Mrs. Moore, another of the Evi- 


dence was perjured in the Facts ſhe had ſworn 
to, a new Tryal was accordingly granted. 
And now Mrs. Swanack Voluntarily made 
Affidavit by way of Anſwer, that neither I, nor 
my deceaſed Huſband, ſtood indebted to her iti 


any Obligation whatever, but omitted taking 
notice of the Situation and Circumſtances of 
the Bond, perſwading herſelf it would be re- 


deemed with Honour and Punctuality; - and 


at this Time I produced Swanact's Diſcharge 
to my Huſband and proved it, but my Lord 
Chancellor not being fatisfied in this Point, 
ordered (as before mentioned) a ſecond Try- 
al, for which my Adverſaries obtained an Or- 
der, for the Sittings after Michaelmas Term 


1755. 


The 9 was fixed by the Lord Chief © _ 
2 D Alice 


„ 
nice for the 19th of December 1755. The 
Time approached, and J had near fifty Wit- 
neſſes in Court, all People of Credit and Re- 
putation, ſome from Portſmouth, ſome from 
Plymouth and other diſtant Places, when to 
the inexpreſſible Concern of them all, Word 
was brought that his Lordſhip was indiſpoſed 
and ſhould not attend, and no other Judge 
was in the way but Sir Michael Fe/ter ; who 
on the Cauſe being called, made a ſhort Speech 
to this Purpoſe. * That two Years before he 
© had tryed that Cauſe, and being well ſa- 
te tisfied with the Evidence ſo far as he could 
ec Judge, would not Try it again, but if they 
te had any other he was ready to go on with 
<« jt,” On which the Court broke up, with- 
out fixing any Time for its coming on again, 
and ſome of my Adverſary's Party, were 
heard to ſay, this will do for ber, this will 
blow her up, ſhe can't hold it long. 

I was greatly dejected at this diſappointment, 
I attended Mr. Palmer inceſſantly, who ſeem- 
ed very reluctant at bringing it on again, as 
he ſaid from the great Fatigue it had given 
him ; a very juſt Obſervation I muſt own, 
but as it has been whiſpered by my Enemies, 
that it ſprung from another Source, I here 


appeal 
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appeal to the Veracity of that Gentleman; 
whoſe Honour I am perſwaded is above being 
_ tainted with any Partiality whatever. 
In fine the Tryal came on, the 6th of 
March 1756, upon a bare Week's notice, 
though ſome of my Evidence were at Ply- 
mouth, and ſome in Scotland, and particularly 
four material Witneſſes (three of whom 
were preſent at the laſt Tryal ) were at this 
Time on board their reſpective Ships, in his 
Majeſty's Fleet; however every thing on my 
Side was proved, by many undoubted Evi- 
dence, who atteſted undeniable Facts, and 
there were many more who were not exami- 
ned. But a Cloud of a different Complexion 
appearing, Spiritual, Phyſical, Lucrative, and 
I know not what, after a Tryal which laſted 
near 14 hours, with the Chief Juſtice's Charge 
of an extraordinary length, and the Jury's with- 
drawing for upwards of two Hours, a Ver- 
dict was given for the Defendant on all the 
„ 1 | 
On the Monday following Mr. Palmer ſent 
me word there was an Equity in Reſerve, but 
that he had ſo many Affairs on his Hands, of 
a different Kind, that mine broke in upon his 
Time, and deſired me to ſeek for ſome other 
. Sollicitor 


* 
yg ne * = rs Ax; a» = x — —— — wo _ _— . 
1 — —— 2.7 2 . — 8 
— <6 " 
* - 8 — 
= © 3 k * 4 
4 1 — 
N. % by. 
— * 7 = 
N "= 
CY 
WS * , 3 = ' 
"TIN * 


[ 24 ] 


'Sollicitor, as he thought I had a Right to a- 


nother Tryal; and on going to him on the 
Wedneſday following, he informed me there 
was an Order which muſt be anſwered the 
next Monday in Lincolns-Inn Hall, I intreat- 
ed him to anſwer it, while I ſought for ſome 
other Sollicitor ; but he refuſing, I went my 
ways, though I knew not where to go, not 
knowing any body to be concerned for me, 
and indeed I wept bitterly as I went through 
Lincolns-Inn, for new Faces and new Figures 
were always terrible to me, and had it not 
been for the Protection of a Superior Power, 
I believe I ſhould have coramitted ſome raſh 


Action on myſelf; but at length after an in- 


finity of Trouble on Saturday Evening I was 
recommended to Mr. F Anſoen who had a 
Brief of twenty Sheets of Paper to peruſe, 
not: vithſtanding, on Monday Morning he went 
in Order to fee Council, but before he could 
get to Lincolns-Inn Hall the Bill was diſmiſt, 


and a perpetual Injunction filed againſt me. 


I muſt not omit taking Notice, that ſoon 


after the Defendant had obtained an Order for 


the ſecond Tryal, Crefive] the Step-Father of 


Stace went to Green's, who lives at Greenw! 2. 


where he met with Mrs, Green, the unfot- 
tunate 


Wh Þ 
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tunate Mother of Miſs Girlington, ( by the 
Death of whom near 30,000/. devolved to 
Stace,) whoſe Huſband, notwithſtanding a 
large and helpleſs Family, is in daily Expec- 
tation of being dragged to a Priſon, on Ac- 
count of Debts contracted. on the Credit of 
poſſeſſing his juſt Right; for the World com- 
pliment People into Debt, where there is a 
tolerable Proſpect of being paid: In the Pre- 
ſence of a Neighbour he told - her, he was 
come on Purpoſe to ſave her and her Family 
from Ruin, if the would do as he would have 
her, he inticed her into the Garden, and there 
further faid, he-knew her Huſband had for- 
ſworn himſelf as to Swnnack's Diſcharge, and 
could pillor him for it, that ſhe knew the 
Bond and all 66-be a Fulſity, aud might as 
well own it, for he was her Countryman born 
within a Door or two ef her Fathers, and 
came purely out of Friendſhip and Love to 
ſerve her, for if there was another Tryal he 
could aſſure her, ſhe would never gain any 
thing by it, for the Chancellor would not let 
the Money be paid; that Mrs. Rippen had 
been fet upon this by Captain Mabott and Cap- 
tain Hill, out of Revenge to his Son, on 
— of ſome Difputes between them; 
be that 
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that he heard Mrs. Rippon and Mr. Palmer 
were going to make a Match of it, adding 
Mrs. Rippon was a great Lawyer; that her 
and her Huſband's Part of the Money, would 
be but a Trifle to Mrs. Rippon's, and at laſt 
defired they would come to his Houſe in 
Roſemary-Lane, having ſomething particular 
to ſay to them. 

How dangerous,” TA dreadful are fuck 

Allurements, where Poverty is ſo predomi- 
nant, and how unjuſtly may the Innocent fall 
where there is ſo much Money joined to fo 
much Art, and of this I am very ſure, not 
one has been omitted, that could with any | 
Colour prejudice or hurt me. 
It is ſaid ſome Diſcoveries are made in the 
Papers of Traces or Scratches. Strange that 
ſome of the moſt Learned Men in the Nati- 
on, Men celebrated for their Diſcernment in 
this Point, ſhould have examined them Time 
after Time and never be able to find them 
out. There are Optics that diſcover Things 
which never were, Spots in the Sun, or Ani- 
malculæ in Metals, no wonder then there 
ſhould be found ſome in Papers, that have 
travelled half the Globe, and ſo often been 
expoſed to the deſigning. 
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Thus have I ſtated the Facts to the pre- 
ſent Time, and now throw myſelf entirely on 
the Candour of Impartiality; hoping that 
theſe Facts, ſupported as they have been du- 
ring the Courſe of two Tryals, ſupported as 
they can be on any future Litigation, will ſtill 
be my Defence whenever there ſhall be Oc- 
cation: And here I call Heaven to Witneſs, 
poor and diſtreſſed as I am, as in ſome Place 
it will hear the Cries of the Widow and the 
Oppreſſed, my Zeal, in this Affair, has not 
been ſo much on Account of my own Intereft 
m it, as of that of a wronged and injured 
helpleſs Woman and her wretched Family, 
Every Article I have here related has been 
fo plainly proved, chat it would be immate- 
rial and ſuperfluous to urge- any further Con- 
firmation ; for were the Parties to riſe from 
the Dead, I believe they would have as little 
Influence; obſerving -only, what on this'Oc- 
caſion has been obſerved, how dangerous all 
People are in their Poſſeſſions, or Whether 
they may be deemed poſſeſſed of any Thing 
or not, on written Securities, if the Parties and 
ſubſeribing Witneſſes happen to die, and ſome 
evil-minded People hall be bold enough to 
ſwear, this or that Perſen did not write in 
E ſuch 
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ſuch and ſuch a Manner, againſt the Teſtimo- 
ny of many living Evidence. 

I ſhould have mentioned before, that after 
an Infinity of Troubles and Perplexities, I at 


laſt agreed with Jaſper, who had all my Huſ- 


bands Wages, Ballance, Bills, Tobacco and 
Slop Accounts, for the aforeſaid three Ships, 
viz. Naſſau, Diamond, and Falmouth, on his 
producing a Deed which had ſo many Scratch- 
es and Interlineations in it, that had the ſub- 
ſcribing Witneſſes been dead, might, with li- 
tigious Minds, have raiſed as long a Conten- 
tion, as this unfortunate Affair of mine has 
done. : 

There are two Wills of my Huſbands, 


which have lain many years before the Maſter, 


both written with his own Hand, one dated 


in 1733, the other in 1741, both of which 


I have divers Witneſſes to prove, and in both 
which Girlington's Bond is particularly men- 


| tioned. Note. The Attorney for the Defen- 
dant was Mr..Gooſtree.' 


Now as the moſt abſurd Actions J have e- 


ver committed, during the Anxieties of this 
intricate Tranſaction, have all been imputed 
to Craft, 1 have no Reaſon but to expect this 
to ate the ſame Fate; but if I have erred, 


it 
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it has been chiefly in amuſing myſelf with an 
innocent Exerciſe (perhaps not in my power 
to avoid) when I ſhould have attended more 
material Buſineſs; I mean my writing a few 
Scraps of Poetry, which, however little Me- 
rit they may have, have at leaſt ſo much to 
me, that they have been, perhaps, a graat 
Means of keeping me from Diſtraction: And 
as J am likewiſe deemed very cunning, I ac- 
knowledge myfelf wiſer by the Experience of 
a Chancery Suit than J was ten Years ago, 
though that Experience has been purchaſed 
at the Expence of Character and Reputation, 
againſt which, though I challenge the World 
juſtly to make any Aſperſion, if they can, I 
am content to fall ignominiouſly, for, I would 
live no longer than my Reputation: But mine 
is the leaſt Article, here is at Stake, that of 
a Youth juſt coming into the World, whoſe 
promiſing Abilities may reaſonably expect to 
make ſome figure in it; I mean Mr. William 
Frederick Glover, whoſe Deſtruction was 
ſtruck at, even to his Life 

As I have mentioned the amuſing myſelf 
with writing, and have printed Propoſals for 
publiſhing ſome Poems, I hope the Indul- 
gence of thoſe Perſons, who have or may 


ſubſcribe 
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ſubſcribe to them, in overlooking their Faults, 
and that I may be excuſed my Breach of 


Punctuality, as to the Time of Publication 


mentioned in the Propoſals, as the unavoid- 
able Attendance my own Affairs required, and 
the preparing this Caſe, have too far broke in- 
tomy Time, to give me Leiſure for the others 
but as the Poems are nearly finiſhed, they 
ſhall be publiſhed with all expedition, And 
as the Profit (1f any ſhall accrue) arifing from 
them, is intended for'the Benefit of the un- 
happy Family herein mentioned, I have ſome 
Hopes that the Benevolent and Humane will 
ſubſcribe to them, and allow that whatever 
the Works may have, there is ſome Merit in 
the Intention of their being publiſhed. 
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